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As we return to school for the 2021-2022 school year, there are still many questions and 

concerns in doing so during a continuing global pandemic situation.  We appreciate your 

patience as we continue to work with the Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE) and 

the Oklahoma State Health Department in determining the best possible practices to providing 

quality education, while prioritizing the safety and health of our students and teachers, their 

families, and the community at large.  The following guide will provide some insight to the 

anticipated 2021-2022 school year.   

 

 Duke Schools will utilize 3 learning models: 

  

1.  Traditional brick & mortar (Recommended) - Traditional classes in the building 

with social distancing. 

2.  Virtual- 100% on-line classes completed in the home, with weekly guidance and 

support of certified teachers. 

3.  Distance- Blended content including virtual curriculum combined with teacher regular 

directives and support, using a structured daily schedule.  This will be used to maintain 

learning objectives during quarantine or isolation for an individual, or for all traditional 

students in the event of building shut-down. 

                     

Duke Public Schools Guidelines: 

 

1. Mask will not be required at this time.  They will be voluntary.  However Duke Schools 

will follow recommendations from the OSDE, local health officials, and the CDC.  At this 

time, 6/22/2021, masks are still encouraged but not required. Additionally, if students 

come to school sick or become ill while attending, the school does reserve the right to 

have the ill student isolated from others and wear a mask for extra precaution until the 

student is picked up.  

 

2. District has modified classroom assignments and class structure to allow for more 

adequate spacing of students.  Lunch times and cafeteria plans have been altered in 

which some classes eat breakfast and lunch in home rooms or designated areas.  This 

minimizes close contact and allows more social distancing of students during times of 

the day where potential increased risk may exist.  Restroom breaks and recess 

schedules are modified for increased level of social distancing throughout the school 

day. 

 

3. Hand sanitizing stations are available in all hallways.  Additionally, quick reference 

guidelines on technique are posted at all restroom hand washing stations. Furthermore, 

class time will be utilized at all levels to reinforce the importance of sanitary practices, 



and proper technique in using the practices in sneezing/coughing etiquette and hand 

washing. Also, water bottle stations are accessible to all students throughout the day.  

We have eliminated traditional water fountains to reduce risk of contamination and 

transfer of germs/disease from person to person. 

 

4. The District has increased the schedule in which we change all HVAC filter systems 

more often than the typical recommendations. We change in six week intervals rather 

than quarterly. This will help ensure additional clear ventilation throughout our school. 

Additionally, the custodial maintenance and cleaning procedures have been enhanced.  

Hourly disinfecting of common area entrances and exits are part of the routine 

procedure. Each classroom has its own disinfecting devices and chemical as desktops 

and common areas are cleaned frequently through the school day.  Buses are sanitized 

after each trip on daily routes and activities.  Windows are opened on buses to increase 

air flow exchange when weather is applicable.  When possible, heating and air 

conditioned buses filter systems are exchanged or cleaned monthly to increase the 

clean air availability in transit. 

 

5. District is in close contact with local, county, and state health department 

representatives.  We coordinate with them weekly and sometimes daily, to track any 

positive cases, exposures, or isolation/quarantine situations that arise. 

 

6. District is not requiring COVID-19 testing of staff or students.  

 

7. As COVID-19 vaccinations have become available, we have publicized and made 

vaccines accessible to our staff, students, and community.  Jackson County Health 

department has used our facility and provided vaccines to all that were interested based 

on the CDC guidelines and age requirements. 

 

8. District has further modified facilities for students with special needs.  For those that use 

occupational therapy, physical therapy and/or Speech services, we have specific facility 

locations, with unique scheduled times for students to work with certified trained staff 

with enhanced one on one time and isolation from other students.  Facilities are 

sanitized at intervals between services being provided. 

 

9. In accordance with current OSDE guidelines, Jackson County Health Department and  

CDC guidelines confirmed Positive COVID-19 cases will require the following: 

 

a) The individual with COVID-19 must be in quarantine for 14 days and must be 

fever-free for 24 hours, without fever reducing medication.  

b) An exposed individual will isolate for 10 days. However, they can return to school 

with a copy of negative COVID-19 test results after 5 days from exposure, and 

student actually returns on day 8 from exposure if all clear of symptoms.   

c) All students in a household with a COVID-19 positive case, must quarantine at 

least 14 days, making sure to isolate10 days after their last exposure with the 

infected person.  (Therefore, it is possible to be out of school beyond the 14 day 

minimum.) 

d) If a student or staff member tests positive, we will follow CDC guidelines for 

school site/district closure.  A positive diagnosis does not necessarily mean 

shutting down a school site or the entire district.  Working with health officials will 



mean completing contact tracing and possibly suggesting students be tested for 

the virus.  Positive cases can lead to additional quarantines and isolations. 

 

e) Temperature over 100.00°F: 

Students with a temperature over 100.00°F will be required to stay home. If that 

student is otherwise asymptomatic to COVID19, has had no known exposures, 

and been fever-free for 24 hours (without fever reducing medication) then they 

may return to school. Duke Schools will be checking student temperatures 

daily/weekly/randomly or as needed and advised based on current local, county, 

and state health department and CDC guidelines. 

 

Potential Exposure Scenarios:  

 Within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for at least 15 minutes. 

 Provided care at home to someone who is sick with COVID 19. 

 Had direct physical contact with the person with COVID 19 (touching, 

hugging, kissing, etc…). 

 Sharing eating or drinking utensils with person with COVID 19 

 Person with COVID 19 sneezed, coughed, or somehow got respiratory 

droplets on you. 

 

Duke Public Schools will be coordinating with Local, County, and State officials 

as often as needed to manage and/or prevent any potential outbreak from 

occurring. 

 

10. The Safe Return to Learn District Committee will meet quarterly.  We will modify or 

update our Safe Return Plan every six months or more often if needed. We will be 

requesting feedback by survey and meeting from the public.  We want all stakeholders to 

be part of this process and understanding. The updates will be driven by ever changing 

environmental factors, local, county, state COVID-19 outbreaks and protocols.  

Additionally, it is a goal of the District to offer an afterschool academic enrichment 

program 2 days/week for extended time on class objectives, tutoring, and remediation 

for all grade levels.  This will include additional social, emotional and mental health 

curriculum and guidance outside of the regular school day social emotional resources 

that will be offered. 

In the Summer of 2022 the District will offer a Summer program for 1st through 6th grades 

in May and June with the focus on core curriculum to close any academic gaps created 

by COVID-19 closures, quarantines, isolations distance learning etc… 

 

 

Summary of Extra sanitation and safety measures will be implemented: 

 

o Routine sanitizing of classroom surfaces throughout the day 

o Sanitizing buses daily 

o Random temperature checks 

o Water bottle fill stations in place of water fountains 

o Strategic meal times and seating arrangements for increased social distancing 

o Outdoor class time when possible 

o Social distancing to the extent possible, given the nature of children in class, in 

common areas, and on school sponsored trips 



 

 

Duke Public Schools has invested in virtual curriculum to ensure the best possible provision of 

engaging content that, combined with teacher expertise, will challenge student minds and 

stimulate their curiosity.  Regardless of the learning model chosen or the circumstances at 

hand, we maintain our commitment to create environments where learning is fun and 

opportunities to succeed pave the way for continued success.   

Expect the unexpected and be prepared to be flexible as, together, we once again navigate the 

unpredictable obstacles of COVID-19. Please know that we are committed to making the most 

of our 2021-2022 school year.  We ask that you as parents help us with the guidelines above as 

much as possible.  In addition: 

 

1. Please help with morning temperature checks before sending your child to school.   

2. We ask that you keep a clear line of communication with the school in the instant your 

child is feeling ill and or requires treatment of any kind, through self-reporting, which will 

be very important for all of us.  

3. Be sure your child always has a mask available, as we may face a time that they are 

required. 

4. Encourage students to use sanitizers that will be available and to thoroughly wash hands 

often throughout the school day.  Proper sanitation and hand washing directions will be 

posted at all stations. 

5. All outside visitors will need to check in at the Superintendent Office during school hours 

or call and make an appointment.  We always welcome our families, but understand 

during this time we must limit traffic in halls, classes, and offices during the regular 

school day. Outside visitation by appointment only. 

6. Please remain in your vehicle during morning drop off, as staff will now meet and escort 

elementary students into the building. Likewise the children will be escorted out of the 

building for parent pick-up.  Please refrain from entering during that time as well. 

 

 

More details will be released as they are available.  If you have questions please call 580-679-

3311.  

 

ANY or ALL information is subject to change due to extenuating circumstances. Please 

follow Duke Public school social media Facebook (Duke Public School), and website 

(www.dukeschools.org) for updates and any other publishings. 

 


